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Introduction 


During the First World War, the Canadian Ordnance Corps had three Mobile Ordnance 
Workshops, which repaired and maintained the artillery and equipment of the 
Canadian Corps. This did not include operating and maintaining the mechanical 
transport (motor vehicles), which were operated by the Army Service Corps. 


In the organization of the time, a light mobile workshop supported two infantry 
divisions, and a medium workshop supported the heavy and siege artillery in a Corps. 
A light workshop consisted of: 


Inspector of Ordnance Machinery (Engineer, usually a captain, but could be a 
lieutenant or major) - 1 


Armament Sergeant Major (Warrant Officer Class 1) - 1 
Armament Quartermaster Sergeant (Warrant Officer Class 2) - 1 
Armament Staff Sergeants (or Fitter Staff Sergeants) - 3 
Fitters - 4* 

Turners - 3* (lathe operators) 

Blacksmiths - 3* 

Hammermen - 2* (blacksmith’s assistant) 

Wheelers - 4* 

Clerks - 1 

Total - 23 all ranks 

*Of these, two would be corporals. 


The first Canadian workshop, the Canadian Ordnance Travelling Workshop, was 
formed in Halifax in October 1915 and staffed by Permanent Force artificers. It went 
to Britain and on to France, where it began supporting the Canadian Corps in March 
1916. Shortly after, it was renamed Number 26 Canadian Travelling Ordnance 
Workshop Unit. In July, it became No. 26 Canadian Mobile Ordnance Workshop 
(Light). It consisted of Canadian personnel under the command of a Canadian 
“Inspector of Ordnance Machinery”, Captain A.S. Buttenshaw. The workshop was 
renamed No. 81 Canadian Ordnance Mobile Workshop (Light) in November 1918. 


The Canadian Corps continued to expand and, in November 1916, the Imperial 
(British) No. 8 Mobile Ordnance Workshop (Light) began working with the Corps. In 
April 1917, that workshop was renamed No. 8 Canadian Mobile Ordnance Workshop 
(Light) and was manned with Canadian personnel. Armament Artificer Sergeant-Major 
H. Durling, who had been with 26 Workshop since the beginning, was commissioned 
from the ranks and appointed as I.O.M. and commander of the new workshop. 


On 7 October 1918, No. 83 Canadian Ordnance Workshop (Medium) was formed to 
repair and maintain the siege artillery in the Canadian Corps. It was commanded by 
Lieutenant A.H. Phillips, who had also been commissioned from the ranks in No. 26 
Canadian Mobile Workshop. 





A Canadian-designed and manufactured machine shop lorry as 
supplied to the Canadian Corps. 
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